injunctions of the Granth Saheb could use a kirpan, on
rare occasions of having to defend innocent women,
children, old people and others against heavy odds.
It was for that reason that one Sikh was supposed
to be equal to one and a quarter lakh opponents.
Therefore, a Sikh who was given to drink and
indulged in other vices, forfeited the right to carry a kirpan
as a religious symbol of purity and restraint, which is
meant to be used only in the strict prescribed manner.
Gandhiji was of opinion that it was idle, even
harmful, to invoke the aid of the past judgements of the
Privy Council in order to justify licence. We had jusfc
got out of what the speaker had described as a state of
bondage. It was wholly improper in a state of liberty
to break up all healthy restraints under which alone a
society could grow. He would ask the Sikh friei;
therefore, not to sully the great Sikh Panth by using the
kirpan in favour of any questionable conduct or'beH-
viour. Let them not unmake what was made by arra^
of martyrs of whose bravery the whole humanity 1
proud.
THE MILITARY AND THE POLICE
Gandhiji then asked the audience to have a peep
into another scene. He had a description given to him
of a camp in which rude behaviour was imputed to
the military. All camp life should be a model of clean-
liness within and without, of which the military and
the police should become jealous guardians. He hoped,
therefore, that the information given to him was by no
means applicable to these guardians of law and order in
general, but that it was an exception. The military
and the police should really be the first to feel the glow
of freedom. Let it not be said of them that they could
182